	

	
	

	
	


A STATEMENT BY BAHRAINI YOUTH FOR FREEDOM

PUBLISHED ON BAHRAINONLINE

In the name of freedom and the people

“It was a dream, then a thought, then a possibility, then it became a  reality not a dream”

We, the Bahraini youth, from all the different sects and ideologies, call  the people to unify their position in demanding their rightsWe, the Bahraini  youth, from all different sects and backgrounds, call the people to unify their  position and demand their rights. We call on Bahrainis to take to the streets on  Monday 14 February in a peaceful and orderly manner. The time of waiting has  ended, and the time of action is now. If we do not demand our rights by our own  hands then no one will grant them to us. We have witnessed our brothers in  Tunisia and Egypt carry the banner of freedom and justice. For what is the value  of life without freedom? And how will we have our dignity without justice?  Change will not come without sacrifice, so let us sacrifice for the sake of our  future and the future of our people.

We have been suffering the ills of unmitigated corruption and brutal  oppression for far too long, established under an irresponsible and  unaccountable regime. The grievances may diverge but the cause is one. The  regime has grown accustomed to creating crisis after crisis under the  constructed banner of sectarianism, escaping accountability and suppressing the  legitimate rights of the people. The plunder of the nation’s wealth has reached  unprecedented proportions, including the expropriation of public land and sea.  They have used foreign security forces to humiliate and attack citizens, and  endemic corruption has seeped throughout the state's institutions. Our thoughts  and voices have been controlled through censorship and press control, while  political naturalisation to change the population of the country has reached  unprecedented levels. Anger and frustration is boiling amongst us all.

It is time for us to unify, and for the nation, the entire people of this  land, to take control of its destiny. For we either awaken and live, or die and  be forgotten. We are demanding a new constitution, where every letter is written  by the people. Furthermore, we demand that a special body, fully mandated by the  people, is established with the purpose of investigating and holding to account  violations in the economic, political and social spheres. These include the  theft of public wealth, political naturalisation, human rights and security  transgressions, as well as institutional corruption. The aim is to reach  national agreement and conciliation. These are the demands of the people, and  these are the rights of the people. They are based on universal human values and  principles of equality and justice, and the rulers must heed to these demands.

To all freedom-seeking people of Bahrain, now is the time for change, and  now is the time to unite. Let us make February 14 a day of glory in the history  of Bahrain – the day where all the Bahraini people emerged, in all their colours  and from all its towns and cities: from Manama to Muharraq, from the northern  villages to the the central governate, from Sitra to the southern governate. Our  demands and aims are constructive, our means are peaceful, and they are not  stained with the sectarianism and division that the regime has sown over the  years. There is no difference between Sunni and Shia, rich or poor, between  Bahrani, Ajami, Houli or members of tribes – we are all Bahrain. We all  sacrifice ourselves for this beloved land. Let us be proud that we emerged on  this day to demand our right to a dignified life that embodies our legitimate  rights, and to create a state that represents our aspirations and dreams.

Yes to unity, yes to change, yes to human dignity, yes to our demands and  rights!

On behalf of the Bahraini youth to the sovereign people of Bahrain.

 

The demands made on February 14:

 

1. A new  constitution written by the people

2. The  establishment of a body that has a full popular mandate to investigate and hold  to account economic, political and social violations, including: 

· Stolen public  wealth

· Political  naturalisation

· Arrests,  torture and other oppressive security measures

· Institutional  and economic corruption

Important next steps:

   

1. Forming local  committees in every area to manage and direct gatherings on the day

2. Choosing a  central and busy area that is easy to reach in the capital

3. Drawing maps to  guide protestors

4. Taking  precautions to avoid disclosing protest tactics to officials

5. Full use of  media and internet tools like facebook, twitter, and web forums

